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Left that they had almost nothing in common. Ramsay MacDonald
was a Puritan whose ideology and morals remained religious. His
French interlocutors were anti-clerical. Ramsay MacDonald was a
socialistic reformer who above all did not want to alarm the English
conservatives; Leon Blum, the only socialist present, belonged to a
party which called itself Marxist and revolutionary. I saw at once
there was no remedy for this misunderstanding. English conserva-
tives and French conservatives had not understood each other be-
cause there had been fear on both sides for the security of their
respective countries; the English labourites and French socialists
were to understand each other even less because their philosophies
were opposed. A little later one was to see with surprise the British
conservatives seeking support from the French Left and thus losing
in France their natural allies. Lord TyrrelTs task was not easy;
indeed it was almost impossible.

As a matter of fact, one of the greatest dangers to Franco-English
relations came from these meetings between statesmen who could
not understand one another. France liked precise engagements.
The English had a horror of them. Poincare had irritated the
English by his inflexibility. Curzon exasperated the French by his
arrogance. The English loved Herriot because they found him like
the traditional Frenchman and also because he was very well edu-
cated and could talk to them about their history. The French liked
Austen Chamberlain. Briand and he were great friends. Both were
men of goodwill but both collided with the prejudices of their
country. I remember hearing Briand tell with amused patience
about that conference at the Hague at which Snowden had insulted
Cher on, French Minster of Finance, by describing him as 'grotesque
and ridiculous*.

'After that/ Briand said, 'Snowden was worried ... The two
delegations no longer spoke to each other ... National honour did
not allow either side to take the first step ... Luckily I met Mrs.
Snowden and we threshed the matter out... I said to her: "Why
all this fuss? ... It's perfectly simple ... Your husband wants a
reconciliation but he cannot give in?... Is that it? Well then! Ask
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